
 
Project 20 - Biblical Authority 

Sermon Discussion Ques;ons – August 22, 2021 

Scripture Passages: 
Revela;on 2:1-4 (NIV84) I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance… You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. Yet I hold this 
against you: You have forsaken your first love. 

MaKhew 4:18-20 (NLT) One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw two brothers—Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for 
they fished for a living. Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to 
fish for people!” And they leJ their nets at once and followed him. 

Hebrews 4:12 (The Message) God means what he says. What he says goes. His powerful Word 
is sharp as a surgeon’s scalpel, cuNng through everything, whether doubt or defense, laying us 
open to listen and obey. 

Proverbs 6:16-19 (NLT) There are six things the Lord hates—no, seven things he dests: haughty 
eyes, a lying tongue, hands that kill the innocent, a heart that plots evil, feet that race to do 
wrong, a false witness who pours out lies, a person who sows discord in a family. 

John 17:22-23 (NRSV) “The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be 
one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the 
world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” 

1 Corinthians 1:10 (NRSV) Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that 
you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 
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Gala;ans 5:19-23 (NLT) When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very 
clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lusSul pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hosTlity, quarreling, jeal-
ousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambiTon, dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, wild parTes, 
and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of 
life will not inherit the Kingdom of God. (22) But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our 
lives: love, joy, peace, paTence, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
There is no law against these things! 

Colossians 3:12-15 (NLT) Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe 
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and paTence. Make al-
lowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord for-
gave you, so you must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all 
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For 
as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 

Warm Up:  
Last week Pastor Tom introduced Project 20! What is most exci;ng to you about Project 20? 
What makes you most nervous? How might you be able to use your gi`s and abili;es to 
make a difference in Project 20? 

Discussion: 
1) n the beginning of his message, Pastor Tom describes the idea of mission dri) in reference to Revela-
Ton 2:1-4. 
What are some differences between when you first started experiencing the Lord working in your life 
and now? Has your excitement, iniTaTve, focus shiJed or changed as Tme as passed? What are some 
helpful things that you have done to maintain passion or a mission focus in your life? 

2) Early on Pastor Tom talks about the idea of idenTty and how it is formed.  
What are some things that may shape your idenTty or how you see yourself? What are some things 
that might shape the idenTty of the people around you or in our culture? 

3) Read Mafhew 4:18-20. 
What stands out most to you? If you were in Peter’s shoes, how might you have responded to Jesus’ 
request? Why? How does Peter’s response show a shiJ in his idenTty?  

4) In reference to the previous quesTon. 
How might Jesus’ command to Peter be connected to a call to live a life under Biblical Authority? How 
was Jesus’ call to Peter a call to embrace a new idenTty? 

5) Pastor Tom expressed a concern for the modern church in that, “we assume, because we affirm the 
Bible as true, we automa6cally possess the things of which the Bible speaks.” 
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Do you think it is possible we have accepted the places of Scripture that fit our lifestyle and we reject 
the areas that don’t? How do you see this in the culture around us? Do you see any of this in your own 
life (past or present)? Do you see areas of biblical authority in your own life that are easier to follow 
and other areas that are more difficult? If so, why might that be? 

6) Excerpt from Pastor Tom: 
 Francis Chan writes, “The world currently hates us not because we resemble Jesus but because 
we don’t. We are arrogant and there is a serious disconnect between our beliefs and ac6ons.” Biblical 
authority teaches that our influence in the world is directly 6ed to the unity we display. Meanwhile, we 
con6nue to publicly degrade on another, oblivious to how we appear to the world. 
What are some of your reacTons to this quote? How have you seen a disconnect between our beliefs 
and our acTons? What are some ways believers might work to mend this tendency? 

7) In his message, Pastor Tom referenced this quote from Francis Chan: 
 Because so few people have experienced His love, even fewer are able to share it… when love is 
shallow, all it takes is something as trivial as a disagreement to divide us. 
How have you experienced this in your own relaTonships? How might unity in the body be an outpour-
ing of people who have experienced God’s love?  

8) At the end of his message, Pastor Tom draws afenTon to the fact that people inside the walls of the 
church are responding to things no differently than the people outside the walls of the church. 
How might valuing Biblical authority (and its call to protect our unity at all cost) disTnguish the church 
from people who don’t know Jesus?  

Next Steps: 
Excerpt from Pastor Tom: 
 My unity will aKract more people to Jesus than my disunity. My submission, more than my rebel-
lion. My love and compassion, more than my anger and ven6ng. 

Toward the end of this message Pastor Tom made this statement: 
A divided church is a distracted church. 

How might disunity hinder our ability to move forward with Project 20? What are some steps you can 
take this week to move toward unity? 

Begin praying with your group for God to build more unity in the body of Christ. 

Colossians 3:12–15 (NLT) 12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe your-
selves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and paTence. 13 Make allowance for 
each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others.  
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14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the 
peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in 
peace. And always be thankful. 
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